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61-year-old man who reported progressive exertional dys-
 
pnea of 12 years’ duration received a diagnosis of chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease on the basis of a 150-pack-year history of smoking, emphysema
on radiographic evaluation, and a forced expiratory volume in one second of 0.72 liter
(28.8 percent of the predicted value). An upper thoracic high-speed electron-beam com-
puted tomographic scan showed small airways (approximately 3 mm in diameter) that
were open during inspiration (Panel A, arrows) but extremely narrow during expira-
tion (Panel B, arrows). Dynamic narrowing of the airways is common in patients with
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and is caused by the loss of pulmonary elastic
recoil, which would otherwise tether the airways open.
 









They are listed (with e page numbers) in the table of contents on the cover 









The New England Journal of Medicine 
Downloaded from nejm.org at TOHOKU UNIVERSITY on September 12, 2011. For personal use only. No other uses without permission. 
 Copyright © 2004 Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. 
